Granite Community Council
January 7, 2009
The meeting was conducted in the boardroom of the Metropolitan Water District of Salt Lake & Sandy, 3430 East Danish Road, Sandy, Utah 84093-2139.
Granite Community Council attendees: Michael Hansen (D3), Merrill Stillman (D1), Rob Alston (D1), M.J. Vandersteen (D5), Dale Kimsey (D4), David Bishop (D4), Farah Crawford (D5), and Mary Young (D3).

Salt Lake County attendees: Rita Lund, SLCo Community Council Representative; Megan Hillyard, SLCo Mayor’s Office; Lt. Brent Atkinson and Det. Brody Waldram, SLCo Sheriff. 

Guests: Josh Linker and Matt Page.

The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Chairman Hansen. Minutes from the December 3, 2008, meeting were reviewed and approved. The November 5th meeting minutes were later reviewed, and approved with minor editorial changes.
Lt. Brent Atkinson, SLCo Sheriff’s Office, reported on the canyon closure plan. This morning was very successful, while previous mornings have been pretty good. There have been some phone calls regarding drivers getting into the neighborhoods or parking on the sides of streets. The Sheriff’s Office has had 12 officers on duty watching for and dealing with problems and issuing passes directly to residents. Once the canyons are reopened, essential resort personnel, UTA and shuttle buses, and service vehicles are all released first up the canyon. Officers hold the remainder of traffic for about 5 minutes, then release them. Josh Linker and Matt Page (D5 residents) advised that the traffic should be held a little longer, since the eager skiers tend to catch up with slower traffic and try to pass them, causing hazardous driving situations. Otherwise, they felt that the plan is working smoothly. The County is getting an incident management truck that will have a changing message display which they’ll use to alert drivers of new information. AM530 is broadcasting messages, along with the Sheriff’s Office text and email messages to subscribers. The Council congratulated and thanked the County Sheriff’s office and Sheriff James Winder for developing and implementing this plan, which has been a major improvement to the community. 
David Bishop noted that drivers are parking on Glacier Lane (west of Wasatch) and stacking up on Old Wasatch Blvd., which is a narrow road. Lt. Atkinson said that the County is getting good cooperation from both Sandy and Cottonwood Heights. The Sheriff’s Office is working on the problem noted by Josh Linker and Matt Page, namely in delays in getting the text and email messages out. If anyone has questions on the plan, call Brent at 943-5656 (or 699-0946 (c)).

Megan Hillyard reported that the Mayor’s breakfast is on January 14th for community council chairs. Action on changing the Census Designated Place (CDP) boundaries is progressing, with the boundaries planned to extend up the canyon and include the islands. The final submittal will be on April 1 and the Council will have a chance to review it before then. It will be official in 2010. 

Michael Hansen encouraged everyone to attend the Association of Community Councils Together (ACCT) training for community council representatives on Saturday, January 10. He also noted that Granite Community Council is allowed to have two voting representatives on ACCT. He will continue to perform as one of the representatives and Mary Young volunteered and was confirmed to be the other representative. ACCT meets at 7 p.m. on the 2nd Thursday of each month in Rm. 4017 N of the County Complex. 
There were no planning and zoning (P&Z) issues for the Council to review this month. Michael Hansen noted that the County sends out P&Z items to us when there are any to be reviewed. Spence Mortensen was the former P&Z representative and Michael asked for volunteers to replace him. David Bishop volunteered and was confirmed as our new P&Z rep, with Marty Vandersteen acting as alternate when necessary.

Rob Alston presented the treasurer’s report of $7195.75, of which $1100 is ACCT funding. There are no outstanding expenditures.

Det. Brody Waldram reported on police activity in the community. The large speed sign that he brought to the last meeting was taken to be installed and declared illegal and confiscated. He asked if we wanted anything on the Sheriff’s Office website (www.slsheriff.org) specific to our community. White City has them put their crime statistics on the website. Cases for our community in December included: one assault, one residential burglary, three vandalisms, and two vehicular burglaries. He’ll look into getting our crime stats on the website.
Michael Hansen reported on township status and the sunset provision of the township statute. Sen. Karen Mayne has been working on a bill to remove the sunset provision. Representatives of the County met recently with Sen. Waddoups (S. Jordan), who is concerned that the legislature will be too busy to deal with ironing out a township proposal acceptable both to the Utah League of Cities and Towns (ULCT) and to ACCT. It was therefore recommended that the County and ULCT draft a compromise acceptable to the ULCT, ACCT, and Salt Lake County. Michael Hansen had been contacted today by Jeff Silvestrini, president of ACCT, and alerted to this proposed compromise, which he shared with Michael, and Michael sent to the Council earlier today. Mr. Silvestrini said that a group met last night where a proposed compromise was presented. The major change that was discussed by the Council was that “New townships [be] created only by petition of the property owners/residents and by election…” This would make the other options available for creation of existing townships no longer available. We must get clarification from ACCT and the County as to whether it is intended that the township election would require a simple majority of those who vote in the election or a majority of all registered voters—the latter would be the kiss of death to any township and would be totally unacceptable. The Council would like to have the rules for establishment of the Granite Township be the same as for previously designated townships, i.e., by changing provision #1 of the compromise. However, if this inclusion is essential to saving townships from extinction, we will take petitions to the 950 residences in our community, educate and petition the people, and conduct an election. We noted that there is an unknown expense to conducting a separate election, which the County would bear. The Council also noted that it would be preferable that the process for becoming a township be no more difficult than for disconnecting from a township (by petition and public hearing only). These concerns will be expressed at tomorrow’s ACCT meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.
