Granite Community Council

June 3, 2009

The meeting was conducted in the boardroom of the Metropolitan Water District of Salt Lake & Sandy, 3430 East Danish Road, Sandy, Utah 84093-2139.
Granite Community Council attendees: Michael Hansen (D3), Marty Vandersteen (D5), Rob Alston (D1 & 2), Merrill Stillman (D1 & 2), Drew Weaver (D4), Susan Vogeler (D5), and Mary Young (D3).

Salt Lake County attendees: Rita Lund, Salt Lake County (SLCo) Community Council Representative and Det. Brody Waldram, SLCo Sheriff. 

Guests: Steve Putnam, Alta Approach; Bruce Richardson; Cal Richardson; and Julie Jardine, Coeur Mae Subdivision.
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Chairman Hansen, who led the Pledge of Allegiance. The minutes of the May 6, 2009 meeting were approved and will be posted to the Council’s website, www.granitecommunitycouncil.org. 

Megan Hillyard, SLCo Mayor’s Office, was unable to attend the meeting, but provided Mr. Hansen with updates on proposed SLCo ordinances. The domestic fowl ordinance and the graffiti ordinance are scheduled for discussion by the SLCo subcommittee on June 9, starting at 9:30 a.m., which the public may attend. Ms. Lund noted that the graffiti ordinance may be pulled from that discussion. 

One of the Granite residents who signed the Granite township petition had asked Ms. Young about whether any SLCo guidelines had been developed to cover drug, alcohol, and mental illness recovery facilities, such as the ARK of Little Cottonwood (situated next to Granite Elementary School). Ms. Young had forwarded this question to the County, and Ms. Hillyard responded that the Sober Living Home Guidelines ordinance is currently under development. 
The Council noted that the domestic fowl ordinance has been rewritten to levy very strict and costly requirements on residents who choose to legally raise fowl.

Ms. Lund advised the Council that tomorrow is the last day that community councils could submit requests for additional funding. The Council had not been advised of these funds previously and has not submitted any requests.

Ms. Lund noted that she and the west-side SLCo Community Council Representative, Greg Schulz, had been asked by the Association of Community Councils Together (ACCT) to find out from SLCo’s Planning and Development (P & D) Services Division when the community councils should become involved in planning and zoning issues in their community. This issue is currently under discussion between the SLCo Mayor’s office and P & D Services. 
SLCo is looking at various cost-cutting measures for doing business in the future, including exploring the construction of office building(s) for the District Attorney’s offices (vs. costs of continued leasing), and possible use of a facility to house non-violent offenders, while determining whether they should go to a treatment facility or to jail. The latter suggestion would be a major cost-savings. 
Federal stimulus funds have been coming in, some of which will be used to provide additional SLCo Sheriff officers, as well as for numerous other projects. 

Mr. Hansen noted that Rob Alston is following up on the SLCo requirement for all community councils to have a Tax Identification Number by the end of this calendar year. 

Mr. Hansen addressed the issue of the recent newspaper article in the Salt Lake Tribune about the proposal and study regarding the conveyance of SLCo parks to the cities in which they reside. We have one park that falls within this category, namely Granite Park, and Mr. Hansen, other members of the Council, as well as members of the community have very strong feelings about maintaining this park as part of Granite and ownership remaining with SLCo. When he saw the newspaper article, Mr. Hansen raised the issue at a meeting attended by five members of the Salt Lake County Council. Mr. Hansen was advised not to worry about the possibility of the Granite Park being given to Sandy. However, there are other parks that may more logically be transferred. 
Mr. Hansen noted that the municipal priorities for Granite were submitted by May 15th, the due date.

Copies of the proposed sites for SLCo bulk waste trailers were distributed and the Council discussed any appropriate changes to locations or concerns. A total of 111 trailers will be located in the Granite community. Mr. Alston noted that many of these trailers, especially #81 (on Dimple Dell, near Hidden Wood Dr.), tend to get filled up by Sandy residents and by contractors, often as early as 9 a.m. It was suggested that #81 be moved further north on Dimple Dell. These trailers will be delivered in September and the Council will post information about this on our website. SLCo will also send out notices to residents. We will encourage residents to get their bulk waste out very early. No other changes to locations were recommended. 
Ms. Young, emergency volunteer coordinator (EVC) briefed the Council and visitors on emergency planning in Granite. We now have most of the area coordinators named for each ward/area of the community. Area coordinators who have been contacted thus far include Gene Whitmore (Bell Canyon, also co-EVC), Greg Parrish (Little Cottonwood), Kevin Moreton (Dimple Dell Park), and Sharon Plaskett (Glacial Park). The Granite Emergency Preparedness Team is trying to establish area coordinators, team leaders (who serve under them), and block coordinators. We will try to establish redundancy at each level. We are looking for additional volunteers to perform at all of these levels. Since the initial people who are volunteering come from the LDS community (as they are assigned emergency preparedness in their wards/stake), we need to encourage people in the non-LDS community to work with us. Currently, we are tentatively planning to adapt the Herriman City Emergency Management Plan to create the Granite Emergency Management Plan, adapt theirs and other communications plans to develop the Granite Communications Plan (working with Stan Schulze, ham radio contact), and conduct an emergency evacuation drill next spring. An emergency contact information form was passed out to all meeting attendees and they were encouraged to submit their contact info, so that they can be contacted in the event of an emergency. They can also indicate their willingness to help with emergency planning and any special training (emergency or medical) that they may have. If council members or residents wish to receive copies of this form, to help encourage their neighbors and friends to get involved, please contact Ms. Young.
Det. Waldram reported on crime in the Granite community. There were 96 calls to 911 last month, only 28 of which became cases. He asked the Council how we plan to disseminate information about the township prior to next year’s election, and Mr. Hansen responded that we plan to use bulk mailing. For this summer the SLCo Sheriff’s Office plans to use bike patrols in the Granite community, as soon as their bike uniforms are ready. He noted that White City (west of Granite) had a lot of car burglaries last month, during the night, and suggested that we watch out for these and call the Sheriff’s Office. Ms. Vogeler noted that one of the residents who signed the township petition complained about SLCo sheriff’s response time for an incident several years ago. Det. Waldram responded that response times are based on priority (offenses involving violence take priority, etc.), and that he’d be happy to talk to the resident and listen to her concerns. Mr. Weaver noted that Randy Swenson is in charge of Granite’s 4th of July celebration/parade this year. Mr. Hansen noted that Mayor Corroon plans to be in the parade; Sheriff Winder may also attend. 
ACCT has been considering the possibility of purchasing liability insurance, as is the Council. We’ve received quotes on general liability insurance as well as insurance for directors and officers liability, which is more expensive. Thus far, this community council has not been sued, but the Magna town council was sued. The Council voted to get both the general liability and the directors and officers liability insurance. If ACCT can pay for the latter, this would be preferred, but if necessary, we will pay for both out of our funds.
Regarding planning and zoning training, ACCT president Paulina Flint has discussed the possibility of providing training to community council members on planning and zoning. However, with the recent changes in SLCo’s Planning and Development Services Division, and the possibility of some of the responsibilities and procedures changing, this is not a good time to receive this training from P & D. However, Mr. Tod Young, former Council member/chair, who is now on SLCo’s Planning Commission, has offered to provide training to Council members on what they need to know about planning and zoning from the community council perspective. We will plan to schedule this one-hour training after the Granite township petition drive is completed. Meanwhile, if Mr. Weaver (new planning and zoning council member) and Mr. Young can get together to discuss some of these issues, that would be advisable.
Mr. Steve Putnam, Alta Approach, provided a brief update on the Alta Approach Condominium Phase III project. The SLCo Planning Commission held a public hearing and discussion on May 27, during which SLCo planner Curtis Woodward noted that the requested rezone was within the long-range goals of Granite and the County. The Commission expressed concerns that the density and use presented by the developer need to be conditions of the rezone approval. The developer is working to develop detailed plans for the conditional use—Planned Unit Development application, and expect a recommendation from the Planning Commission on June 24. The conditional use site plans will be presented to the Granite Community Council on July 1, and the SLCo Planning Commission will conduct a public hearing and discussion on conditional use, along with a slope waiver hearing, on July 22.

Mr. Josh Linker, Alta Approach, asked Julie Jardine, who is an authorized agent of the Coeur Mae
 Subdivision, to attend the Council meeting and provide an update on planned construction at the former Jeff’s polygamous compound. Ms. Jardine noted that Mr. Wayne Palmer is one of the owners of Vision Land, LLC, which owns the land. They are working with Sandy City (re provision of water) and SLCo Planning and Development to get the 22 lots previously planned for this area to the preliminary plat stage. They will need to clean up the soil and have a remediation plan which they plan to submit. They are currently waiting for Sandy City to issue a water bond. They plan to subdivide the property into 22 individual home lots, with each home planned to be 1500 square feet or larger. 
Mr. Hansen asked Mr. Alston whether we have any new information about a possible new website administrator. We continue to have problems putting information such as agendas on the website and are unable to contact anyone to address these and other issues with the website. Mr. Alston noted that he has no new information as yet. As discussed at our last meeting, it would be desirable to have an interactive website. The current website costs the Council nothing and the graphics/webpages on it are copywrited, so we’ll need to develop new ones with a future provider. 

Mr. Hansen provided a reminder about the planned Granite community event, Hot Granite Nights, Saturday, August 15, from 6 to 9 p.m. This will be a big community picnic with bluegrass music (one or two bands) in Granite Park. He’s reserved the pavilion. Ms. Lund will check on whether, as a community council, we can receive a reduced rate for the pavilion rental. Residents can bring their own food and drinks. 

Mr. Stillman provided information about the signs that the Council would like to purchase and display in the community prior to each Council meeting. We can purchase six 24” by 18” signs announcing the meeting location and day/time for $335. Mr. Hansen questioned whether these signs will be large enough for passing motorists to read. Ms. Young will test this size vs. the suggested 36” by 24” signs recommended. The signs will be placed at key intersections in the community (rather than in front of Council members’ homes, which are mostly on cul-de-sacs). We will plan to change the wording to read “Next Wednesday” vs. “1st Wed. of each Month.”
The status of the Granite Township petition drive was then discussed and each Council member reported on the number of properties represented by their petitions. The total number of properties whose owners have signed is 178. Some of the members have not yet reported on signatures in their district and many property owners have not signed yet because it’s been difficult to find them at home. We will continue to try to reach each property owner and plan to turn in the petitions after the next meeting, July 1. All petitions will be turned in at the same time, due to the time requirements that SLCo must follow after petitions are submitted. 

There were no citizen comments other than very positive statements made by both Mr. Bruce Richardson and Mr. Cal Richardson about the work that the Council has been doing. Their attendance and comments were appreciated.

Mr. Alston provided the treasurer’s report: he has closed the GE Interest Plus account and all of the Council’s funds are now at Wells Fargo, which amounts to a total of $10,427.79. The Council approved payment of $80.23 to Ms. Young, to reimburse her for petition supplies and copying expenses.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
� Previously known as the Coeur Ame PUD in August 2006.





