Granite Community Council 
August 5, 2009

The meeting was conducted in the boardroom of the Metropolitan Water District of Salt Lake and Sandy, 3430 East Danish Road, Sandy, Utah 84093-2139.
Granite Community Council attendees: Michael Hansen (D3), Rob Alston (D1 & 2), Merrill Stillman (D1 & 2), Drew Weaver (D4), Dale Kimsey (D4), and Mary Young (D3).

Salt Lake County attendees: Megan Hillyard, Salt Lake County (SLCo) Mayor’s Office; Det. Brody Waldram and Officer Moss Fernandez, SLCo Sheriff’s Office. 

Guests: Josh Linker, Alta Approach; Tod Young; and Jason Nicholl.
The meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by Chairman Hansen, who led the Pledge of Allegiance. The minutes of the July 1, 2009 meeting were approved and will be posted to the Council’s website, www.granitecommunitycouncil.org.

Jason Nicholl, resident of Granite, presented an analysis that he’s done on the relative rate schedules (taxes and fees) of Granite (unincorporated SLCo), Sandy, Alta, Cottonwood Heights, White City, and Indian Ridge. He was concerned about Council members distributing information sheets in support of the Granite Township that he felt included misleading information about Granite’s remaining part of SLCo, as a township. He has investigated tax rates and fees and discussed rates with adjacent cities and wanted to present this information to the Council and also to residents to ensure that they make informed choices. He noted that SLCo used to have lower tax rates than cities like Sandy, but as cities annexed more of the County and more areas incorporated, the County has lost much of its tax base and taxes have risen. Also, Unified Fire Authority (UFA) has increased taxes over the last three years, and he expects that the formation of the Unified Police Department will have the same result. His analysis showed that for a $500,000 home, the total estimated annual charges would be $4501.88 in Sandy, $4928.13 in Cottonwood Heights, and $4701.63 in most of Granite (with lower water rates for Granite Water Co. shareholders). Some of the Council members questioned whether some of the numbers in his analysis were accurate and noted that the analysis does not take into account additional costs that Sandy City imposes to bring existing properties and proposed development up to their standards, with curb, gutter, sidewalk, and grass strips. Mr. Nicholl responded that he’d been advised by his contact in Sandy that these were only required for new developments; however, Council members know of existing homes that have been required to pay for such improvements. Mr. Hansen clarified the reasons for wanting to become a township—to maintain our identity (which Sandy City has not done with previous annexations) and to avoid fundamental changes in our community resulting from Sandy’s higher density zoning. Mr. Nicholl noted that other communities, e.g., in Salt Lake City, have been able to maintain their identities, such as the Avenues, Marmalade District, Sugarhouse Park, and others. However, Mr. Hansen noted that no areas annexed into Sandy have maintained their names or identity. Mr. Nicholl noted that he can provide tables via email to residents who may want to plug in their property values into these rate tables (he can be reached at j5cents@comcast.net). Mr. Hansen expressed the Council’s appreciation for the work done by Mr. Nicholl. While recognizing that it doesn’t present the whole picture, this information needs to be provided to residents so that they can weigh their own priorities.
Det. Brody Waldram, SLCo Sheriff, provided data on Granite community police calls (86), cases (36), and offenses (38) for July. He noted that they have been delivering flyers to each residence about the new Southeast Community Newsletter that he will be writing and which will be available electronically (sign up on www.slsheriff.org). He introduced Off. Fernandez, who is a member of SLCo’s graffiti task force. Off. Fernandez reported that they have been working very hard on catching graffiti offenders and about 20 arrests have been made in recent months. He advised residents to report graffiti to END-GRAF (801-363-4723). email Nancy White at nwhite@slco.org, or they can attend task force meetings. It is helpful for residents to provide pictures of graffiti. Det. Waldram reminded the Council of White City’s community party and car show planned for August 29th. 
Megan Hillyard reported from the SLCo Mayor’s Office that if anyone has questions regarding property taxes, please send them to her; she will try to get answers from Jeff Hatch, SLCo Auditor. She reminded the Council that we need to obtain a tax ID number in order to receive funding from the County for calendar year 2010.

Mr. Hansen noted that the Council will receive a total of $4000 from the SLCo revolving fund for 2009, including $3000 for website development/improvement and $1000 for emergency preparedness. He offered thanks to Rita Lund, Ms. Hillyard, and Bev Uipi for their support.
Ms. Hillyard reported that things are working very well with the County’s new Planning and Development Services Director, Roland Yoshinaga, who has excellent experience both in management and in IT. Josh Linker noted that his recent experience has shown the Planning Division to be much more efficient. There will be opportunities for public input into the planning and zoning process, through the Association of Community Councils Together (ACCT). She will provide more information on this at future meetings. She handed out flyers on the Salt Lake Countywide Watershed Symposium, on water quality and the state of our watershed, which will be on August 26-27, at the Utah Cultural Celebration Center, 1355 W. 3100 S., West Valley City. Attendance is free, but registration is required (contact Lynn Berni, at lberni@slco.org, or call at 468-2796). The symposium topics include Jordan River management, habitat restoration, water conservation strategies, collaborative problem solving, funding opportunities, wastewater treatment technologies, climate change, environmental education, and more! See the schedule at www.waterresources.slco.org. 
She noted that the Sanitation Department has a voucher program for providing sanitation trailers to private residents (not for neighborhood cleanup). The free vouchers will be distributed through the community councils to help advertise this County service. 
Mary Young advised the Council about community efforts in emergency preparedness. Flyers about the Granite Emergency Preparedness Team (GEPT) and emergency contact forms were handed out and collected at the Granite 4th of July breakfast. Some additional people have expressed interest in helping and area coordinators (AC) are contacting them. The process of establishing the entire team of redundant AC’s, team leaders, and block coordinators is going slowly, and Ms. Young hopes that Council members are able to help solicit volunteers after completion of our petition drive. She has signed up with Sandy City for CERT training in September/October and some of the other GEPT members plan to sign up for the next class. She’s taken some emergency training online with FEMA and plans to take more emergency management training online (and free). The Granite View ward/area conducted an emergency fair last week and has been collecting emergency contact info and volunteers (thanks to Rita for her help in getting the Granite Park fee waived). Ms. Young received an estimate from a professional to develop Granite’s emergency contact database in Access, which was $1750, with updates/changes later costing $50/hour. Instead she signed up with New Horizons Computer Learning Center for Access I, II, and III (total discounted cost is $600), has started Access I class, and begun work on designing the database. She will seek more input on information requirements from GEPT members to ensure the initial design provides the flexibility to meet all needs. She will be able to train others to utilize the database (extracting reports, spreadsheets, etc., as needed), and will need to purchase Access 2003 for multiple users. 

She and other team members have been attending Sandy’s Citizens Corp Council meetings and she will attend regularly. At the July meeting, emergency planning author Barbara Salsbury briefed on personal preparedness, which is her focus. The GEPT conducts monthly meeting and are planning an emergency drill next spring, which Greg Parrish will lead. The Little Cottonwood ward/area (D5) has made the most strides in developing their emergency team, contact info, and ferreting out emergency equipment availability. The GEPT is considering fundraising activities to help pay for emergency supplies and backpacks. The next GEPT meeting is August 26th at 10:00 a.m. Emergency preparedness expenses so far have been for copying flyers/contact forms and Access courses, and they plan to purchase CERT backpacks. The team is still exploring appropriate style and number needed for 2009. The team appreciates the Council’s and County’s support for Granite’s emergency planning.
Rob Alston reported that we have approximately $9600 in our account. We submitted the Council budget request on time. Ms. Hillyard advised that we’ll need to track the use of our revolving funds separately for the County’s year-end financials. Regarding request of our tax/employee ID number, he plans to complete this after submittal of our township petitions, prior to year end. 

Mr. Hansen informed the Council that the County Planning Commission approved the Alta Approach application for a slope waiver and that they strongly expressed the need for the developer to hold down the height and ensure compatibility with the existing condominiums. Mr. Linker thanked Mr. Hansen and the Council for the time that they have spent on their application.

Mr. Alston reported on the process of selecting a new website administrator and developing a new and improved website. The website developer that he plans to work with has been unavailable but will soon be able to work on our new website and it will be a very cost-effective development. The website will utilize blog-type interactive software. The cost estimate to just transfer our current website information into a new one is $1500, with more for the improvements. He expects to complete the project by year end. We will be able to use the website to collect emergency contact information and survey residents about issues. We particularly want a website administrator who will be responsive, which has been a major problem with our existing administrator. 
Merrill Stillman reported that the cost of the larger signs to announce Council meetings is $110 each. We have plans to place these signs at five major traffic areas in Granite prior to each meeting, and we will have one spare sign. Mr. Stillman will order six signs. 

Council members turned in their township petitions to Ms. Young, who will reconcile names and addresses with the County property listing and advise the Council of how many properties are represented. It appears that there are more than an adequate number of signatures. Some absent Council members still have petitions and members will contact them this week to ensure they are turned in. Mr. Hansen will plan to contact Jeremiah Stettler, Salt Lake Tribune reporter who has written frequently about our township efforts, and will join Tod Young and Mary Young in turning the petitions over to Sherrie Swenson, SLCo Clerk, next week. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
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